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Welcome!

Who is 
NASS?

As the statistical agency for USDA, 

NASS is responsible for collecting and publishing useful 

statistics in service to U.S. agriculture.

Our Core Values:

• Policy relevance

• Objectivity

• Credibility

• Trust

• Commitment



Our History 

Introduction of NASS

• Established in 1863

• Named the “Division of Statistics”

• First report on crop conditions

NASS Today

• More than 900 personnel

• Serving all 50 states and Puerto Rico

• Centralized data collection and processing



What We Do…

• Collect, assemble, process, and disseminate U.S. 

agricultural data

• Conduct hundreds of national, regional, state, and 

local surveys

• Conduct detailed agricultural census every 5 years

• Publish hundreds of national reports annually

• Partner with state ag departments, universities, and 

others

• Conduct research to advance statistical science

• We serve Farmers and Data Users



What We Do Not Do…

We do not…

• Set policy

• Regulate activities

• Permit influence

• Disclose individual reports

• Favor any group above others



Continued Service During the Pandemic

• Pandemic has been challenging for everyone. NASS is no exception. These have been 

unprecedented times. There was no blueprint for how to function for such an extended 

period of time with shutdowns and restrictions.  NASS had to adapt.

• NASS has remained open for business and continued to provide service through these 

challenging times.

– All scheduled reports were issued on time.

– Altered data collection procedures to keep employees and respondents safe.

• Provided options for producers to report online, through mail, or over the phone.

• Face to face communication stopped.



You Can Rely on NASS Data To…

• Determine productivity and yields

• Track trends

• Set prices

• Improve operational efficiencies

• Reduce risk

• Identify trends, best practices, and patterns

• Analyze consumer demand



Manufacturers Rely on NASS Data

Manufacturers use our 
data to work smarter!

• Identify market opportunities

• Predict demand

• Determine supply needs and inventories

• Develop new equipment and tools

• Improve existing products and services

• Develop software / apps to advance farming

• Improve their ability to serve producers better



Other USDA Agencies Rely on NASS Data

Other USDA agencies use 
our data to work smarter!

• RMA uses our data to:

– Provide services, such as crop insurance

• FSA uses our data to:

– Make market assessments

– Validate economic opportunities



Survey National HDOA

Crop:

Avocados, Coffee, Macadamia Nuts, & Papayas X

Horticulture - annual X

Horticulture - (census follow-on) X

Macadamia Nut Loss X

Seed Crops X

Tropical Specialties X

Vegetables X

Livestock & Livestock Products:

Aquaculture - annual X

Aquaculture - (census follow-on) X

Honey Bee Colonies X

Cattle X

Milk Production X

Chicken & Eggs X

Dairy Products X

Sheep & Goats X

Hogs X

Economics & Misc.

Ag Theft X

Cash Rents X

Census of Agriculture - (every 5 years) X

Farm Equipment X

Farm Technology X

Irrigation - (census follow-on) X

Local Foods - (census follow-on) X

Organics - (census follow-on) X

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdownloads.usda.library.cornell.edu%2Fusda-esmis%2Ffiles%2Fzs25x846c%2F0g3551329%2Fqj72pt50f%2Fncit0520.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637382199898192246&sdata=3dezajrKGsvx9kZPL0y9nmV4CoAG1%2FoFqZThgqebXyo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FStatistics_by_State%2FHawaii%2FPublications%2FFlowers_and_Nursery_Products%2FFloriculture%2F201909HawaiiWholeFlower.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637382199898192246&sdata=EjoU2DmU3igcFfJ1QifC7bZkGyEo7ZRZYfzZa1hT1rI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FPublications%2FAgCensus%2F2012%2FOnline_Resources%2FCensus_of_Horticulture_Specialties%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637382199898202197&sdata=ZjBwVqkLeAW8sAZYcgd707%2B4atNWySmlSsW%2FhkC9Ee8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FStatistics_by_State%2FHawaii%2FPublications%2FFruits_and_Nuts%2F072020MacNutFinal.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637382199898202197&sdata=d1WUOoIWlPKACkaA71Fz9fdq7SIgDXFFChU4mL2aAMs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FStatistics_by_State%2FHawaii%2FPublications%2FSugarcane_and_Specialty_Crops%2FSeed%2F2020%2F2020%2520Hawaii%2520Seed%2520Crops.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637382199898212157&sdata=n5SCEpdBPT93LWL9GkmD8eINP%2B%2FTO0Sw8apiT56W%2BpA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FStatistics_by_State%2FHawaii%2FPublications%2FSugarcane_and_Specialty_Crops%2FTropical%2F202002tropcialspecialtiesHI.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637382199898212157&sdata=yniZo3ePuVz7TqfcXsjxC4NX3Vd4vFqPnEBZsUyHTOs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FStatistics_by_State%2FHawaii%2FPublications%2FVegetables%2F2020%2F202004vegrv.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637382199898212157&sdata=UwW%2B59qZhBBdDDzmYKGHi1aBzcMgqbmXavpoASlXKg4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FStatistics_by_State%2FHawaii%2FPublications%2FLivestock%2C_Poultry_and_Dairy%2F201909HawaiiAquaculture.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637382199898222104&sdata=B4OimpNC8%2B1iM%2Fb6GDsVDeVf3VJpLisd3cdoW0hMHnE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FPublications%2FAgCensus%2F2017%2FOnline_Resources%2FAquaculture%2Findex.php&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637382199898222104&sdata=kAMtEStnNyrL3CX7HhNVzdnjFfNsU2tM%2Fejj4m8foL0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdownloads.usda.library.cornell.edu%2Fusda-esmis%2Ffiles%2Frn301137d%2Fnc5819380%2Ft148g6070%2Fhcny0820.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637382199898232057&sdata=FexSj3epDXKCdKsswFYm73g07UIdHvO3VqMO12iCyqw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdownloads.usda.library.cornell.edu%2Fusda-esmis%2Ffiles%2Fh702q636h%2Frb68xv24k%2F76537h73d%2Fcatl0120.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637382199898232057&sdata=hPzyblWTep3dF48T%2BCbLkfsYeMR2EvA8xhSZ%2FnNCYJw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdownloads.usda.library.cornell.edu%2Fusda-esmis%2Ffiles%2Fh989r321c%2Fz603rf49q%2Fb2774d05q%2Fmkpr0220.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637382199898232057&sdata=d07PeurJFc6wRO69IJYOaMocfH2i0eEY5GVjTsTYEfM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdownloads.usda.library.cornell.edu%2Fusda-esmis%2Ffiles%2F1v53jw96n%2Fzs25xt30s%2F9p290t89h%2Fckegan20.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637382199898242014&sdata=7uh%2BdSz862FSPvKQ04xnVk%2B1GrXG3WE87nelbnZefCg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdownloads.usda.library.cornell.edu%2Fusda-esmis%2Ffiles%2Fjm214p131%2Fsb397v22f%2Fmg74r618b%2Fdaryan20.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637382199898242014&sdata=oKzj4WzpDfKnfwdzSo9d4zbFnFNuwCyVWbS13yXlVMM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdownloads.usda.library.cornell.edu%2Fusda-esmis%2Ffiles%2F000000018%2Fn296xf83n%2Fm900pb410%2Fshep0120.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637382199898251985&sdata=ABsPrBoNDZfFPJSyz0Bh7VrpFYLA60SjV7ZICVQ2O%2B0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdownloads.usda.library.cornell.edu%2Fusda-esmis%2Ffiles%2Frj430453j%2F8910k879r%2F5t34t1418%2Fhgpg1219.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637382199898251985&sdata=3x29pjh7WPyZQta7iSLGt0UQUlWzRbAgpY0u%2FWa5Y9c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FStatistics_by_State%2FHawaii%2FPublications%2FMiscellaneous%2FAgTheft_2019.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637382199898251985&sdata=bL9XqckWruQsaRyeT2utTQzVbW%2Fzed4yq3DubmMil4I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fquickstats.nass.usda.gov%2Fresults%2F58B27A06-F574-315B-A854-9BF568F17652%237878272B-A9F3-3BC2-960D-5F03B7DF4826&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637382199898261937&sdata=B5NUlWKclPCF8jpHswQq7SnuWMsNsBNiFhckRwYxSDE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FPublications%2FAgCensus%2F2017%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637382199898261937&sdata=M5fIALTV%2Bvtc8y1yy5jdUmVUT%2FLZaJlx27texWGWz2c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FStatistics_by_State%2FHawaii%2FPublications%2FMiscellaneous%2F20180319HawaiiFarmEquipment.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637382199898271892&sdata=Tv3XX7dWRRJxFH3j%2BOgNMJsQxSGe8%2BCzBG8DEX9HNnE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FStatistics_by_State%2FHawaii%2FPublications%2FMiscellaneous%2F20191018HawaiiFarmTechnology.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637382199898271892&sdata=3WFC6jI7JlLy3UWtakQ7LkgzPTrdI6Nxutr44nz8Oog%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FPublications%2FAgCensus%2F2017%2FOnline_Resources%2FFarm_and_Ranch_Irrigation_Survey%2Findex.php&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637382199898271892&sdata=qyXYkfkYKZioktosKRrveLuRmiJR%2Fwn3Ru98E3Yr%2FHA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FPublications%2FAgCensus%2F2012%2FOnline_Resources%2FLocal_Food%2Findex.php&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637382199898281847&sdata=Vc9MPg8k81gNbStyf1mVmcDOlzpiZkm1sXtbEq6oX2s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FPublications%2FAgCensus%2F2012%2FOnline_Resources%2FOrganics%2Findex.php&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7e3a69aa3e754d0ec28808d86fbbda48%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637382199898281847&sdata=vjmJ13hwTp4jcmVYkR2Kj1azEoBR3P0l8eIa3MMSF1Y%3D&reserved=0


How do NASS Surveys benefit Hawaii 
Agriculture?

• NASS conducts surveys of various agricultural 

products:

– Avocado

– Cattle, Hogs, Milk

– Coffee

– Flowers

– Macadamia nuts

– Vegetables/fruits

– Etc.

• Part of the survey process is assigning a “value” to 

the commodity



How do NASS Surveys benefit Hawaii 
Agriculture? (cont.)
• NASS submits these crop/commodity values to 

USDA’S Economic Research Service

– Who then sums up all the values reported;

– And then releases the total value of agriculture for 

each state

• That “total value of agriculture” is combined with all 

the other states

• Result:  The “total value of agriculture” for the United 

States

• This ‘Value’ is used in the implementing the Specialty 

Crop Block Grant Program



What is the Specialty Crop Block Grant 
Program? 

– Agriculture Improvement Act (2018 Farm Act)

• Sets aside a block of money for each year 2019 

– 2023

• Money is set aside to “enhance the 

competitiveness of specialty crops”  

• Specialty crops are defined as “fruits, 

vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits, horticulture, 

and nursery crops (including floriculture).”



Specialty Crop Block Grant Program

– State Departments of Agriculture apply for grants 

from this program

– Amount available for each state depends on the 

value of the specialty crops in that state

– SCBGP FY2020 Amount of Funds Awarded for US:

➢$72.5 mil

– SCBGP FY2020 Amount of Funds Awarded for HI:

➢$496,661



Reasons to Respond…

• Your personal data is ALWAYS confidential – we 

cannot release personal data even if someone files a 

Freedom of Information Act request.

• NASS aggregate data is used by crop insurance 

companies, the Farm Service Agency, and the 

legislature when making agricultural decisions.

• While many of our surveys have a non-response 

component.  Estimates are only as good as the data 

received. The more responses we get, the better the 

statistics.



Tropical Fruit Survey

• Prior to 2008, the Hawaii Field Office conducted a 

Tropical Fruit survey every year.

• However, after 2008, no surveys were conducted for 

Tropical Fruit until 2016.

• Major changes have been occurring in Hawaii 

recently with greater emphasis being placed on 

making Hawaii more sustainable and not as 

dependent on food coming over from the mainland.

• Therefore, there has been increased interest in 

growing tropical fruits.

• The last Tropical Fruit Survey conducted was for year  

2018. 



Tropical Fruit Survey

• 2008 Hawaii Tropical Fruit and Crops was valued at 

$3.99 million, from 2.05 million pounds.

• 2016 Hawaii Tropical Fruit and Crops was valued at 

$7.49 million, from 4.43 million pounds.

• 2018 Hawaii Tropical Fruit and Crops was valued at 

$13.4 million, from 9.65 million pounds (bananas 

included for 2018).

• NASS will conduct this survey again when funding is 

available.



Without Participation in NASS Surveys…

• Government leaders can’t access local data 

• Businesses can’t determine the right product mix

• USDA can’t prepare for and respond to crises

• Researchers can’t advance studies or solve real-

world problems.

• Health and well-being of agricultural 

communities can’t accurately be determined

• Producers can’t accurately tell their story



Confidentiality

➢ Data provided is used for statistical 

purposes only.

➢ Names, addresses, and personal 

identifiers are fully protected by NASS with 

the force of law (Title 7 USC 2204(g) 

Public law 105-113).

➢ Published statistics from NASS surveys 

and censuses will not disclose reported 

data from an individual.



COMMERCIAL AGRICULTURAL EXPANSION SURVEY

• The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), in cooperation with 

the Hawaii Department of Agriculture, conducted a Commercial Agricultural Expansion Survey during the 

summer of 2021.

• Funding for this project was made possible by an appropriation from the Hawaii State Legislature in 

2020 to the Hawaii Department of Agriculture.

• The goal of the survey was to assess Hawaii agricultural producers’ interest in expanding their 

commercial production and identify barriers to expansion from more than 1,100 Hawaii farmers and 

ranchers with historical value of production greater than $50,000. 

• Participants were asked a variety of questions about their business profile, barriers to expansion, impact 

of expansion on the agricultural and state economy, and interest in expansion.

• The Hawaii Department of Agriculture will utilize the results in guiding government policies and 

developing financial assistance programs to assist commercial producers in expanding agriculture 

production.

• NASS will compile, analyze, and publish survey results in the Commercial Agricultural Production 

Expansion report to be published in late October. 



New and Ongoing Initiatives

• Enhance agency interactions with respondents

• Add efficiency to current programs and 

processes

• Improve data user experience

✓ IN DEVELOPMENT - NASS is developing a customizable data collection 

dashboard for survey respondents. The focus of the effort is to provide 

respondents the ability to log in, respond to their survey, see previous 

responses, browse and visualize results of surveys they may have already 

completed, and customize the information on the dashboard for their needs.

❖ Linked to USDA Farmers.gov – One stop shop for producers to access 

a single portal for all USDA functions.

NASS continues to look 
for opportunities to 

improve



2022 Census of Agriculture

➢ Final Ag Screener

• December 2021

➢ JAS/ACES

• June 2022

➢ Data Collection Begins

• November 2022

➢ Results Released

• February 2024

Key Dates



2022 Census of Agriculture



USDA Fall Data Users' Meeting - Oct 13 & 14, 2021

visit www.nass.usda.gov/Education_and_Outreach/Meeting/

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FEducation_and_Outreach%2FMeeting%2Findex.php&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0d009d94d54a41b96e9f08d97ecc68da%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637680238659488320%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=4TsjFvH%2ByHoPkyOM0PdxWr7WaMY9c9Di0ExQFX4pvgg%3D&reserved=0


Summary

• Work we do is important to Hawaiian Agriculture

• We encourage all farmers and ranchers to respond to 

surveys and do so online whenever possible. 

• Thank you for your cooperation and response. We 

can’t do it without you.

• Website USDA NASS : 

https://www.nass.usda.gov/

• Website USDA NASS-Hawaii : 

https://nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Hawaii/

• Make Sure Your Counted

https://www.agcounts.usda.gov/static/get-counted.html

https://www.nass.usda.gov/
https://www.agcounts.usda.gov/static/get-counted.html


Our Commitment to You. . .

We are committed to 
providing useful 
agricultural data 
and to help you 
access this 
information in 
support of your 
operation.

Let us know how we can help.

Please contact Shawn Clark:

• Phone: (808) 522-8082

• Email: shawn.clark@usda.gov


